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SERVICES IN  JUNE 

  

  

 Worship Service and Children’s Spiritual Exploration at 10:30am. Child-minding available 10am - noon. 

 
June 4 The Music and Life of  Buffy St. Marie 
 Reverend Samaya Oakley 
 Worship Associate: Susan Layng 
Buffy Sainte-Marie is a Cree singer-songwriter, musician, composer, visual artist, educator, pacifist, and social activist. Our 
guest speaker, Reverend Samaya Oakley, will highlight Buffy’s compassion and voice for Indigenous issues in this service. 
Biography:  
Samaya lives, works and celebrates life in all of its diverse forms on the ancestral, traditional and unceded Aboriginal territories 
of the Coast Salish Peoples and in particular, the Semiahmoo First Nation.  
 

June 11              Our Deepest Longings in the Journey of  Life 
       Faye Mogensen and Christopher Wulff 
 Worship Associate: Doug McGinnis 
In our annual transitions service, we’ll be sharing your responses to last month’s reflections on 
“what you want to do before you die”. From hopes to master a video game or finally clear out the basement to learning a new 
skill or reconciling with friends and family, your responses were varied and fascinating, and we've noticed that our children 
and youth have much in common with the congregation’s adults and elders. Join us as we consider our individual and shared 
aspirations and how they relate to the many cycles of life, while honouring and celebrating the many transitions each of you is 
experiencing along this journey of life. 
 

June 18       Learning to Laugh at Yourself  - and why it's essential 
for mind, heart and         spirit 
        Reverend Emerita Jane Bramadat 
        Worship Associate: Oliver Belisle 
We are very good at searching out facts, doing justice, and generally trying to be good people but sometimes in our intensity 
we forget that the human condition means we need to acknowledge and correct our mistakes and rigidities with humour. 
Then each of us can be more open to truth, joy, reality and being our best possible person. 
 

 June 25 
        Dwelling in the Realm of  Death 
        Dr. Susan Breiddal 
        Worship Associate: Dan Klimke 

Intellectually, we all know that we are going to die. Whether we embrace this knowledge, understand it, run from it, or pretend 
it’s not going to happen, we all have an appointment with death. As Unitarians, we are often willing to deal with what most 
people find to be difficult issues, head-on. Dr. Breiddal will speak about her Lived Experience of encountering mortality on a 
daily basis in the palliative care setting in her role as hospice counsellor. 
Biography: 
Susan Breiddal is a Counselor with Victoria Hospice. She works on a nurse/counsellor palliative response team, going into the 
community, responding to a crisis of a physical, mental, emotional, social or spiritual nature. Susan is a counsellor, writer and 
educator in the field of palliative care. She graduated from the Institute of Transpersonal Psychology in Palo Alto, CA, and is 
presently a PhD Candidate at the University of Victoria in Education Curriculum and Instruction.  
 

Chamber Choir 

Chalice Choir 

Klezmer Ensemble 
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SEL FAYE MOGENSEN 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE... 

 
ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC! Everyone is welcome! 

 
 June 11, after church on the Lion Hall Deck and the Front Lawn. 
 Hot dogs and ice cream by donation. 
 A chance to enjoy lingering outdoors on the front lawn. 
 A chance to THANK all our many volunteer children and youth program leaders. 
 If you can, please bring a picnic blanket or garden chairs.  

SELections on the Journey of  Life 
 

Ray Bradbury wrote that “we are cups, constantly and quietly being filled. The trick is, knowing how to tip our-
selves over and let the beautiful stuff out”.  This month, in the children’s program and in our intergenerational ser-
vice on June 11, as we continue to consider “what we want to do before we die,” we’ll be pondering how and when 
we want to tip ourselves over, and what can make it hard to do that. It’s a way of attempting to map our journey in 
life and follow Gandhi’s advice to  “Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live forever,” 

My work, in collaboration with the SEL-CY team and our ministers, involves a broadening of the same topic of 
inquiry: ‘How do we map out your child’s journey here at the church? How do we determine how best to serve fam-
ilies at the church?’ It seems to me that we are on the cusp of change, with families busier than ever. Still, I hope you 
will find time to respond to the survey that I’ll be sharing through my weekly email and would be happy to hear 
from you by email, phone or in person. I look forward to feedback and conversations with as many of you as possi-
ble. 

On June 11 at our Intergenerational Service and Picnic, we’ll celebrate the year and our many transitions. The 
following Sunday, June 18, is the last programming Sunday for the children, until our September “homecoming” 
Sunday. Over the summer, we invite your child to save a small bottle of water from a special place or event, and 
then bring it to the church on Sunday September 10, for a special water communion with their peers. 

During the summer, from June 25 through to the Labour Day Weekend, we'll be offering childminding for chil-
dren (older children can help out.) We’ll also have the sanctuary cupboard stocked with quiet activity supplies should 
there be children who prefer to stay in church with their parents. 

 
With warm wishes for a lovely month of June, 
Faye Mogensen, Director of Spiritual Exploration and Learning for Children and Youth 
250-744-2695 FayeM@victoriaunitarian.ca 

http://www.azquotes.com/quote/105831?ref=before-i-die
mailto:FayeM@victoriaunitarian.ca
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AUCTION TOTAL 

  

   We now have the auction total. With every-
one’s help, Auction Fever has raised $15,700 
for our church. 
Thank you! 
 
-Suellen Guenther 

BOARD BUSINESS JUNE 2017   LORNA ANTHONY

 

BOARD MEMBERS ON DUTY 
FOR JUNE 

 

June 04 - Karen Furnes 
June 11 - John Worton 
June 18 - Lorna Anthony 
June 25 - John Worton 
 

 
 

Snapshot of the Board meeting held on May 10, 2017. A full set of minutes will be posted on the Lion Hall bul-
letin board. 

As part of an ongoing plan to meet with Church staff, Faye Mogensen was welcomed to the meeting to talk 
about current programs. The nature playground is developing well.  The Questors group is piloting the CUC’s 
Truth, Healing and Reconciliation program and is well attended. The youth program is not well attended. There is a 
plan for focus groups to learn more of what will work well. 

John Worton is reviewing the Constitution and Bylaws to ensure they conform with new B.C. requirements. 
Feedback from the April 30 strategic plan was given. Approximately 50 people attended and participated with 

enthusiasm. (Results were published in e-weeklies). Marion Pape and Chris will organize an event for the May 28 
session. Food is a bit difficult to organize when only about 60% of the participants RSVP. 

Treasurer Report  - Income for the first four months of the year is on target while expenses are slightly under 
budget. A $10,000 bequest from Donna Greenberg was received with a designation for the Music Committee. 

Marion Pape gave information re a GVAT (Greater Victoria Acting Together) session on June 22.   
The Church’s information storage and online services are being reviewed so that they efficiently and effectively 

meet the needs of the Church. Bulk mailings such as the e-weekly and newsletter are often a problem for our cur-
rent system. 

Our parliamentarian and Church Elder, Suzanne Dearman, researched the role of Past President. One sugges-
tion was that the Past President sit on the nominating committee to give input into current roles and those that are 
needed.   

Marion P. suggested a review of the bylaws. 
Lorna participated in a Zoom meeting with other B.C. congregations to investigate themes for a one day 2018 

B.C. Regional Spring Gathering. These would take place in three B.C. locations. Lorna will follow up with Victoria’s 
rep on Unitarian Universalist Islands Netword (UUIN) for their input and action. 

Lorna thanked outgoing Board members Jim Jordan, Marion Pape and John Tiffany for their invaluable contri-
butions to the Board. (Note: Tiff was willing to run for a third term but, under our constitution, no more than two 
consecutive terms are allowed. Tiff will chair the Building Maintenance committee.) 

Marion P. will send out a doodle poll following the AGM on May 14 to determine date/time for future Board 
meetings. 

On May 13 CUC delegates, Shirley, Jane, John W., Marion P. and Lorna, along with Capital Congregation’s del-
egates, Peter Scales and Dyanne, will gather at Marion’s home to participate via Zoom in the CUC Annual General 
Meeting. 

As always, please stop me for a chat, email or phone with questions, comments or concerns. 
 
-Lorna Anthony, President 
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CLARE AND DON VIPOND, 
 ELDERS NOMINATED  2017  

 
Clare and Don Vipond joined our church in June of 2003, after attending 

and listening for a year. From the outset, their major interest has been around 
social justice issues. They have been members of the Social Responsibility Coali-
tion, focusing on poverty issues, from their first year. Don introduced the Lifeline List Project in 2004, which re-
sponds to people in our larger community in  urgent need of help. It has been supported by scores of church mem-
bers and friends ever since. Clare is a trustee for the Ethel May Trust. Over the years, they have organized and led 
services related to poverty matters. Both Don and Clare are members of the Healing Our World sub-committee of 
the SRC. They host a Chalice Circle and attend the Spirituality Group. Clare has served on the church board of 
trustees, on the worship committee, on the team preparing dinners for Sandy Merriman House, and is currently 
care and concern contact for their neighborhood group. Don is a member of the Memorial Garden Team where he 
is promoting an electronic library of members’ thoughts on what the church experience has meant to them. Both 
Don and Clare have served as ushers and part of coffee teams. Don is 84; Clare is 81. The Viponds say that as they 
engage with church activities important to them, it’s not work, it’s simply love made visible. They, in turn, have 
been rewarded with profoundly dear friends in this faith community and they hope to make a few more - because 
they’re not done yet. 

 
The Nominating Committee is pleased to announce that David Smith and Susan Layng have agreed to serve 

on the Church Board of Directors and that they were accepted by our Board. Susan and David will join Nancy 
Dobbs, Rebecca Mellett and Lynn Hunter who were voted in at last the recent annual general meeting. 
 
The following will serve on the Board for 2017-18 

 
 
We are grateful for these members who have agreed help lead our beloved community. 

Officers  

President Lorna Anthony 

Vice President Marion Pape 

Treasurer Jane Wilson 

Secretary Karen Furnes 

Board Members  

Trustee John Worton 

Trustee Nancy Dobbs 

Trustee Lynn Hunter 

Trustee Rebecca Mellett 

Trustee David Smith 

Trustee Susan Layng 

REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE  ALLAN DAKIN
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CELEBRATING OUR NEW 50 YEAR MEMBERS 
 

Sheri Tromp 
‘My late husband Menno and I were former members of the Unitarian Church in 

Winnipeg, and upon arrival in Victoria, we found a home in the Unitarian Church at Su-
perior Street, where we were welcomed by the first fully employed Unitarian Minister 
Victoria ever had The Rev. Marvin Evans.  

Our three sons, Michael, Stanley and Ian, were educated with the Unitarian Princi-
ples and considered the old building a happy adventurous play ground.   

There are many fond church memories of the wild sixties with dances and encounter 
groups. 

I was active in Religious Education, and was teacher in the preschool class. One Sun-
day morning I asked my class during the candle lighting ceremony:" Do you know what 
the name of our church is?"  The answer of one of my charges was: " The Vegetarian 
Church".  No doubt some Unitarians were Vegetarians! 

We saw many ministers come and go. My favorite one was Felix Lion, the intellectu-
al. 

When the time came to hire architects to draw up plans for a new building, the church members donated the 
start-up money.  A building committee was struck, with Menno insisting that the entrance should be in the East for 
Harmony.  We voted on the beautiful stained window. The ensued building feels like a Church, a sanctuary. The 
name still exists, and that makes me happy. What makes me happy also is that I see so many of my friends here on 
Sunday morning. 

Nanw recalls, ‘I grew up in Kenya and went to High School in Nairobi, then 
trained in England as an Orthopedic Nurse and then as a Physiotherapist. In July 
1966 I arrived in Victoria to start work at the Gorge Rd Hospital. The church was 
on Superior St and I was surprised to meet Alf and Gladys Porcher whom I had 
known in the Edmonton Church. Ruth Rawlings arranged rides to church for my 
two daughters and myself. After she died, I carried on for seven years with the job 
of arranging transport. 

I made new friends helping paint and remodel the Superior St Church. I 
worked in the Library and was on the Finance Committee when Earle Anthony was 
chair. His skill at running an effective meeting was an inspiration. When Rev Felix 
Lion asked Louise Taylor to start a choir, I was thrilled. I’ve enjoyed singing in 
choirs all my life. When my girls left home, the choir became my ‘family’ and was a 
special joy to me. When my hearing became reduced I was very sad to leave it. I still 
count many of the members as special friends. 

Another joy has been the “Bookworms’, a book group, I joined in 1994 and 
then took over the leadership when Sonja Sutmoller died. It is a source of compan-
ionship, interest and fun. 

Before we had Neighbourhood Groups, we had Extended Families. Ours was 
made up of nine families (25 people). Clare & Mira Yarwood, Mike & Bodil Owen 
(Oppenheimer), Nille and her family, Anne Swannell and her family and others 
who have moved elsewhere. We helped each other and had great parties at Christ-
mas, Easter and Thanksgiving. 

I have always felt great pride in the way our members fight to help the disad-
vantaged both locally and abroad.’ 

Nanw Cariad 
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ARTIST OF THE MONTH  

 
ANNE BOWEN    

  

www.annebowen.ca    

email:  bowena@shaw.ca  

Ph. 250-380-3955  

 

Born in England, I grew up in B.C., the mountains, ocean and forests nurturing a curiosity and love for the nat-
ural world. I paint for the sheer joy of transporting myself into a landscape, still life or the connection with an ani-
mal I may have encountered on my travels.  My painting style is constantly evolving; attempting to translate  those 
exquisite  moments of fleeting light and shadow on the subject.   

Whether representation, expressionistic or interpretative, I use the style or technique suitable for capturing that 
special moment. The acrylic paint that I use facilitates spontaneity as well as careful and considered work, allowing 
for both watercolor effects and  textural possibilities. Starting with the classical underpainting and building with 
many transparent layers; a vibrant palette, strong compositions, subtle shades and contrast combine to create the 
dynamic and contemporary feel in my work. Whether it be an atmospheric landscape using soft edges and little de-
tail or a hard edged, detailed still life, I strive to elicit an emotional response; perhaps a happy memory, a feeling of 
serenity, harmony or even a bit of whimsy. All artistic endeavors enrich our lives and I hope to make a contribution 
by focusing on some of the beauty in our world and sharing it with others.  

Professional Associations  

Federation of Canadian Artists                                   Victoria Sketch Club  

Saanich Peninsula Arts and Crafts                              Community Arts Council of Greater Victoria  
  

             

http://www.annebowen.ca/
http://www.annebowen.ca/
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CO-MINISTERS ON SABBATICAL 
 

Our Co-Ministers, Reverends Melora and Shana Lynngood are away on sabbatical, followed by summer study 
leave until August 15, 2017. 

The Sabbatical Team and the Ministers have assembled a robust slate of resources to support the congregation 
in their absence. The resource list was published in the March 2017 newsletter and can be acquired by contacting 
the church office churchoffice@victoriaunitarian.ca  250-744-2665.  

In the case of an urgent matter, contact Sabbatical Team Chair, Kent Haden Kent@hadensoftware.com 250-
479-6563; Congregational President Lorna Anthony lranthony@shaw.ca  250-592-4831; or Ministerial Intern, Chris 
Wulff chris@victoriaunitarian.ca  647-708-2622 (cell/text). 

 
- Reverend Melora 

DO YOU NEED SUPPORT THROUGH A DIFFICULT TIME? 
 
During our Ministers’ sabbatical a Pastoral Care Team is available to provide emotional support to individuals and 
families during a crisis. If you need someone to talk to please call any of the following:   
 
Elinor Bazar                  250-508-2819  elinorbazar@gmail.com   
Suzanne Beauchamp     778-433-2829    suz46b@yahoo.com  
Isabelle Grenon  250-857-0445  igrenon@hotmail.com  
Pauline Kenneally         250-388-6865  paulinekenneally@shaw.ca  
Clare Vipond                250-652-5491  donandclare@shaw.ca  
 
If you have a question or need help and you don't know who to call, contact a 
member of the Sabbatical Team. We will help you find the resources you need 
to address your concerns. 
 
Kent Haden, Chair   250-479-6563  kent@hadensoftware.com  
Suellen Guenther  250-727-0454  sguenther@shaw.ca  
John Hopewell   250-721-3920   hopewell@telus.net 
Margot Lods    250-920-3893  mlods@shaw.ca   
Mary-Ellen Nicol  250-590-4107  nicolme@yahoo.com  
Hanny Pannekoek  250-385-2299  hannyhugo@shaw.ca 

mailto:churchoffice@victoriaunitarian.ca
mailto:Kent@hadensoftware.com
mailto:lranthony@shaw.ca
mailto:chris@victoriaunitarian.ca
mailto:elinorbazar@gmail.com
mailto:suz46b@yahoo.com
mailto:igrenon@hotmail.com
mailto:paulinekenneally@shaw.ca
mailto:donandclare@shaw.ca
mailto:kent@hadensoftware.com
mailto:sguenther@shaw.ca
mailto:hopewell@telus.net
mailto:mlods@shaw.ca
mailto:nicolme@yahoo.com
mailto:hannyhugo@shaw.ca
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Do you have a friend in need ... of a ceremony? 
 

A wedding, child dedication or memorial? 
 

Tell them about FUCV's 

Lay Chaplains 
 

It's what we do!  
 

Email: laychaplains@victoriaunitarian.ca 

We Care! 
Care and Concern Committee  

for hospital and home visits, or just to talk… 
 

Barbara Boyle at 250-381-0264  
Val Roberts at 250-477-7192   

or your Neighbourhood Group 
 Care and Concern person 

 

       OUR STRATEGIC PLAN 

 
 

By 2020, what do we want?  
The process of finding out where we are heading began April 30th with a well attended focus group of 

over 40 people. We started with church Programs and we gathered your opinions on Weakness, Strengths, 
Threats and Opportunities, then smaller group discussions developed priorities into data that is now being col-
lated by three board members, two congregational members, plus facilitators. 

Thank you to Marion Sollazzo and Chris Wulff for leading the focus groups and process. The Board also 
learned a bit more about making the process easier for all, and special thanks to Lorna for providing a light 
lunch. Help is needed to work with Lorna on May 28 and June 25.  

After each meeting the info from that focus will be posted (Church website). Everyone will have an op-
portunity for comment.   

How do we Sustain what we have, and if you like, how do we grow? Finance, buildings and grounds, 
membership, even leadership. What are the Priorities? These decisions are a real part of our community life. 
We need to hear your voice. 

On June 25 we will have a look at Working Together in Compassionate Action. By October we hope to 
bring some sense of the priorities you have contributed. They will be based on all the different forms of input 
from our congregation members, the combining of similar ideas, and coming up with the bigger picture.  We 
expect two to three objectives from each session. An action plan will then start to formulate.  

Thank you now and thank you for participating in the future,  
 

-Shirley Travis 

 

GIANT BOOK SALE  

 
Did you stock up on books at the 

Times Colonist Book Sale? You can 

recycle them at our Giant Book Sale 

on Saturday, September 23, 2017! 

If you cannot store your books until 
September, please box them and put 
them with the other books in the 
storage space under the church sanc-
tuary. Please do not donate text-
books, encyclopaedias, Reader's Digest Con-
densed books, computer books, or magazines. 
They don't sell. Please put them in your recycling.  

mailto:laychaplains@victoriaunitarian.ca


THE VICTORIA UNITARIAN    VOLUME 56, ISSUE  6 

9 

 

 
MEDICAL  ASSISTANCE  IN  DYING 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING? 
 

Are there any good things about the Canadian Medical Assistance in Dying Legislation (MAID)?  
Yes. It is only the patient, not an outsider to the suffering, who determines if it is unbearable. Secondly, 
no patient is forced to undergo treatment they do not wish. For instance, if one has cancer and refuses 
chemotherapy, (maybe after one has had a couple of unsuccessful treatments), the condition is then 
considered irremediable.   

However, there are deserving people who are excluded from MAID. The legislation permits MAID 
for competent adults who are suffering unbearably from an irremediable medical condition, whose 
death is reasonably foreseeable, and who ask for and freely consent to it. Last December, the govern-
ment announced the hiring of the Council of Canadian Academies “to study the possible expansion of 
Bill C-14’s eligibility criteria to include three groups who don’t qualify for access at this time: mature 
minors; individuals whose primary medical condition is mental illness; and desperately ill individuals 
who will continue to be excluded unless the law is changed to allow for advance requests for assisted 
dying”. Unfortunately, the panel is mandated to review and report on their findings, but not make rec-
ommendations. A word of warning: any inclusion of advance requests is likely to be separate from one’s 
Advance Care Plan and be restricted to those who have a diagnosis of dementia or other serious medi-
cal condition. 

Note there is nothing in the panel’s mandate about that controversial and vague phrase “whose 
death is reasonably foreseeable.” It is excluding people like Julia Lamb who suffers from spinal muscu-
lar atrophy which is a progressive neurodegenerative disease, but one which will leave her suffering for a 
great number of years. However, she, together with the BC Civil Liberties Association, has launched a 
legal appeal to have this restrictive clause removed because it contradicts what the Supreme Court of 
Canada said. The appeal is still in a preparatory stage, but the time will come when you will again be 
asked to make your voice heard to permit freedom of choice for those who suffer unbearably. 

 
-Margot Lods 
Choices in Dying Victoria   
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All members, friends, and newcomers to the church can be part of the Neighbourhood Group where they 
live. Groups meet monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, or occasionally. If your group is missing from this col-
umn, there was nothing to report this month. If you don't know which group you are in, please phone the 

church office. 
 
Esquimalt: Pat McMahon writes, “Esquimalt NG continues coffee gatherings at Cafe Fantastico on Harbour Road 
2:30 - 3:30 the third Tuesday of each month. The next potluck dinner will be 6:00 Friday June 16 at the Lancaster-
McMahon’s.” 
 
Fairfield: This NG kept us in treats at coffee time in May. 
 
Far Out: Phyllis Aherne writes, “We are looking for a new Care and Concern Person  for our group. Many thanks 
to Clare Vipond, who is stepping down, for her  dedication to this important  position. The group will be enjoying a 
lunching-out sometime in June and hopefully will be able to introduce a new Care and Concern person at that time”. 
  
Gordon Head: Mary Cramer sends this account of their recent gathering, “Gordon Head NG had a potluck on 
May 6. We had eight folks attend which is a record low for this group in many, many years. Nineteen folks sent their 
regrets. There was a lot going on in this town that evening! Due to the low number attending, we were able to have 
a lovely sit down dinner. We would like to welcome Mark and Dale who attended their first GH potluck. Also, we 
would like to thank Mark and Dale for hosting their first GHNG potluck. Two brave souls, indeed!” 
 
Grand Central: Marya Nijland is feeling better and is planning to organize an early finger food potluck dinner for 
Saturday, May 27 at her house and garden. There will be special invitation to several new members in the Grand 
Central neighbourhood. This NG will also be providing treats for coffee time in June. 
 
James Bay: Lynn Hunter and Don Armstrong are inviting their James Bay NG for a potluck lunch at their home 
on Saturday, May 27. 
 
Nearby: Elaine Klimke has had to step down as convenor of this NG and we thank her for time serving in this po-
sition. 
 
Royal Oak East: Hanny Pannekoek writes, “Royal Oak East, vibrant as it is, is showing that our group too is aging. 
Namely, since this year, three members have moved into a retirement home and one member will do so in June. Alt-
hough we intend to stay in touch with them, it does change the group dynamics; it also means that the action and 
involvement falls back on fewer members. Change, flexibility and compassion is what is increasingly important as 
we age......towards others and towards ourselves. Our next potluck gathering will be on June 6. As has been success-
ful before, some of us with smaller homes are exploring the idea of hosting it in a space at our church.” 
 
Royal Oak West: Members of Royal Oak West NG sponsored a very successful progressive dinner in this year’s 
auction. Eleven people enjoyed canapés and watercress soup at Chris and Shirley’s, smoked brisket, twice-baked po-
tatoes, baked beans, and homemade rolls at Jen and Lance Young’s, with several salads provided by members of the 
NG, and finished off with the dessert course at Martha and Al’s. Al was the winner of Nadia’s gourmet cheesecake 
in the auction, so the dinner guests have been raving about it ever since, as well as Martha’s brownies and other des-
serts. Many thanks to this NG for supporting our church with this service! 
 
 
 

AROUND THE NEIGHBOURHOOD    SUELLEN GUENTHER
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GREEN CORNER   E.E. DANIEL

 Roberta tells us she saw Sunny recently and she is very happy to be 
working four to five days a week at the New Asian Village Restaurant at the cor-
ner of Yates and Wharf Streets. She is also in class two to three days a week, so 
when Christine saw her on a Friday, she was really tired. It is encouraging that 
Sunny is able to start earning money, as she will be supporting herself in the fall. 
Christine adds that Sunny has an offer to learn the sitar from a kind, older musi-
cian who appreciates Sunny’s ear and touch and she has also made two friends 
her own age who share her interests. 
 We have nothing new to report about the Sari family, but we have re-
ceived good news about a resolution that went before Victoria City Council, urging improvements to the refugee 
sponsorship and settlement process in Canada. Here is the message: 
 “Well now, almost six hours after we took our seats at Victoria City Council last evening, at 12.25 a.m., City 
Council unanimously passed the resolution we sponsored through Councillors Isitt and Loveday, urging improve-
ments in the refugee sponsorship and settlement process in Canada. 
It incorporated one minor amendment by Councillor Thornton Joe reversing the order of the two main Be It Re-
solved clauses. In the meantime we learned much about civic governance in our city .... 
  Once I have a copy of the resolution as approved, it will be fair game to send it out to advocacy groups for 
refugees and SAHs up island and across the country to encourage similar action elsewhere. We imagine that Cana-
da4Refugees will be pleased to learn of this action in Victoria. Victoria City Council itself will be pushing the resolu-
tion in the councils of municipalities locally, regionally, and provincially. Get your sleeping bags ready for a Saanich 
Council meeting!” 
 This message was forwarded to us by Colin Nelson, a member of our Refugee Steering Committee.  

REFUGEE REPORT   SUELLEN GUENTHER

 

Plastic Chokes Ocean  

 Today the UK Guardian reported  that on an isolated, uninhabited 
island in the Pitcairn Group in the South Pacific, a survey found 38 mil-
lion pieces of plastic. This island has never been inhabited, but about 13 
thousand pieces of plastic wash up on it daily. Crabs on the island make 
their homes in plastic rather than shells. The article pointed out that 
the17.6 tonnes of plastic on Henderson accounted for 1.98 seconds’ 
worth of annual production, according to authors Jennifer Lavers with 
Alexander Bond. (1)  
        There is also a Pacific plastic trash vortex, a gyre of marine debris 
particles in the central North Pacific Ocean discovered between 1985 and 
1988. The patch extends over an indeterminate area of widely varying 
range depending on the degree of plastic concentration used to define the affected area.(2) 

Who is responsible for causing this devastation and who is responsible for stopping it and cleaning it up? It is 
clear that all humans bear responsibility for the cause. At this point, no one takes responsibility to remove it.  

The first step must be for each of us to ensure that we never add another piece of plastic to the world garbage 
supply. We can begin by never getting plastic from stores, taking our own bags. We must know how to properly dis-
pose of plastic when it descends on us despite our best intentions.  

1 )https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/may/15/38-million-pieces-of-plastic-waste-found-on-
uninhabited-south-pacific-island 

2) https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/great-pacific-garbage-patch 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gyre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marine_debris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Pacific_Ocean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plastic
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/may/15/38-million-pieces-of-plastic-waste-found-on-uninhabited-south-pacific-island
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/may/15/38-million-pieces-of-plastic-waste-found-on-uninhabited-south-pacific-island
http://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/great-pacific-garbage-patch
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James Luther Adams (1901 – 1994), an American professor at Harvard Divinity 

School as well as at Meadville Lombard in Chicago, was a Unitarian Parish Minister and 
the most influential theologian among American UUs in the twentieth century. Indeed at 
the time of his death, he was recognized as one of the preeminent Christian social ethi-
cists and theologians of the twentieth century. In his work, he emphasized personal and 
institutional behavior as the locus of meaning in religious belief and key to the structure 
of our churches - belief without action and commitments was not worthy of UUs. 

He was also a labor activist and civil rights advocate; journal editor; distinguished 
scholar, translator, and editor of major German theological works. He also was a found-
ing member of three major study groups to help our clergy gain theological clarity, devo-
tional strength, spiritual solidarity and stamina for personal and institutional ethical ac-
tion in the world. 

His influence was enormous. He visited Germany in the 1930s and warned col-
leagues about the profound dangers of Naziism. There he met Karl Barth, Paul Tillich 
and Albert Schweitzer. Later famous journalists such as Chris Hedges were influenced 
by him and spoke on his work at one of the James Luther Adams Foundation lectures. Back in 1973 I attended the 
General Assembly of the UUA in  and was excited to hear him lecture, being, however, only dimly aware of his fame 
at that time. 

 
Christine was loaned a US dollar with the head of Susan B. Anthony (last month’s Notable Unitarian), 

on it so if anyone wishes to see it, do just ask as it is in her wallet. 

NOTABLE UU  CHRISTINE JOHNSTON

Our church will be hosting CISV for most of July in the entire School Building, Lion Hall, Chaplains’ Room, 
Library, Farmhouse washroom and the Farmhouse Common Room. They will be sleeping over in the Sunflower 
Room, the Fireside Room, the Chaplains’ room and the Library. Lion Hall, the Farmhouse washroom and the 
Common Room will not be used by them on Sundays from 9 am - 1:30 pm. The Farmhouse washroom & the 
Common Room will also not be used by them on Saturdays from 12:30 - 2:30 pm. 
        For the summer of 2017, from July 8-29 C.I.S.V will be hosting a Seminar Camp with 30 youth ages 17 and 18 
from 16 different nations. This personally challenging, intensive program is coordinated by the youth participants 
with the assistance and supervision of five adult staff. They develop their own agenda and explore global issues 
based on their backgrounds, interests, through activities and in-depth discussions. Being part of Seminar Camp’s 
group-living environment encourages participants to take a creative and cooperative approach to problem-solving 
and resolving differences that can arise from healthy discussion.  

The youth will also participate in a local (yet to be determined) impact day where they will learn about and help 
a local organization. CISV has four pillars it works towards. These are Human Rights, Diversity, Conflict and Reso-
lution and Sustainable Development. In 2017 the educational component is on Human Rights so this will be the 
focus of many discussions, activities and the local impact event. There will be an open house/BBQ the evening of 
20 July, Thursday. We sincerely hope that some of the members of the First Unitarian community can join us. 
More details to follow! 

John Tiffany  
(778) 432-0881 [new phone # for Victoria, Canada] 
johntiffany0705@gmail.com  

CHILDREN’S INTERNATIONAL ) 
SUMMER VILLAGES (CISV) 

mailto:johntiffany0705@gmail.com
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 Dar Gareau-Levy; Jonah Barr-Hoadley 
2 Jean Simpson 
4 Bridget Barr-Hoadley, Matea Branch, Jean Foxall, David Haywood-Escher 
6 Bruce Bennett 
7 Jane Bramadat  
8 Marion Irish 
9 Allan Dakin, June (Leigh) Waters 
10 Kathryn Saunders, Mike Thorne 
12 Rene Taylor-Lowen 
13 Sevanna Grunwald 
14 Gita John-Iyam 
17 Jan Van Gessel, Mae Adam 
19 Brad Clarke, Emilia Quibell, Rev Melora 

Lynngood 
20 Elizabeth McGugan 
21  Russ Mellett 
25 Eunice Fast 
27 Keiran Marrett-Hitch 
29 Kieran Hall Locklin, Jonas Van Tol 
30  Marian Foucault 

New Members 
Catherine Ramsay 
Apt 404 - 1041 Rockland Ave. 
Victoria, BC V8V 3H6 
250-217-4460 
cajakids@gmail.com 
Fairfield NG 
 
Kressa Sisu 
209 - 991 Cloverdale 
Saanich, BC V8X 2T5 
250-588-8605 
kristinasisu@gmail.com 
Grand Central NG 
 
Jasmine Taylor 
2177 Newman Ave [effective June 15, 2017] 
Central Saanich, BC V8M 1T3 
250-294-4014 
jasitaylor@hotmail.com 
Husband: Steve Taylor 
Sons: Tony and Theo 
 

      Contact Change 

 
Phone update for  Michael Ramsey:  778-725-2002 

mailto:cajakids@gmail.com
mailto:kristinasisu@gmail.com
mailto:jasitaylor@hotmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwisq92s8PzTAhUL02MKHSUbBosQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwallpaper-gallery.net%2Fwallpapers%2Fbirthday-cake-wallpaper.html&psig=AFQjCNEMlIaeyuVcdU-OM03Ad2seA2wQOA&ust=14
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UUIN NEWS 
 

        The UUIN would like to spread the word about upcoming events that are open to all interested Unitarian Uni-
versalists on Vancouver Island and surrounding Islands. 
We are better together! 
 
Islands Chapter of CUSJ  
Meets monthly in Victoria. 
You can participate via Zoom from the comfort of your own home. 
Contact  leslieucv@gmail.com for more details 

 

Hold the Date 

Unitarian Women’s Retreat September 15 – 17, 2017 

Bethlehem Retreat Centre, Nanaimo 

Contact Janice Hocking tjhocking@shaw.ca for more information 

 

 

mailto:leslieucv@gmail.com
mailto:tjhocking@shaw.ca
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FROM THE VICTORIA MULTIFAITH SOCIETY 

 
        The Victoria Multifaith Society of which we are a member is encouraging us to  support two events: The 
Ishmaeli walk for poverty around the world and a series on the Syrian Refugee experience in Victoria being 
organized by the Cathedral Lunchtime programme. 
Here is a link to information about the Ishmaeli World Partnership Walk to be held on May 28 at 10:00 am at 
UVic : 
https://www.worldpartnershipwalk.com/en/walk-cities/victoria  
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EVENT HIGHLIGHTS  JUNE 

First Unitarian Church of  Victoria  
5575 West Saanich Road • Victoria BC • V9E 2G1 • Phone: 250-744-2665  

churchoffice@victoriaunitarian.ca • www.victoriaunitarian.ca 
 

Office hours: Monday through Thursday 11:00am - 4:00pm;  Sunday 9:00am-1:00pm; closed statutory holidays on weekends 
 

 

Minister Emerita 
Reverend Jane Bramadat 

250-652-1272 

Director of Spiritual Exploration and Learning  
for Children and Youth 

Faye Mogensen 250-744-2695 
FayeM@victoriaunitarian.ca 

 
Director of Music 

Nick Fairbank 
music@victoriaunitarian.ca 

 
Church Administrator 

Nadia Kozak 
churchoffice@victoriaunitarian.ca 

 
Assistant Church Administrator 

Sarah Verstegen 

Ministers 
Reverend Melora Lynngood 
Cell phone: 250-891-6330 
rev.melora@victoriaunitarian.ca 

               Reverend Shana Lynngood 
Cell phone:  250-891-6331 

               rev.shana@victoriaunitarian.ca 

 
Lay Chaplains 

laychaplains@victoriaunitarian.ca 
Oceanna Hall 250-886-1077        Kjerstin Mackie 250-598-5975  Anne Vaasjo 250-385-1603

Officers 
 President      Lorna Anthony 
 Vice President     Marion Pape 
 Treasurer     Jane Wilson 
 Secretary     Karen Furnes 
  

    Board Members   

 Trustee   John Worton 
 Trustee   Nancy Dobbs 
 Trustee   Lynn Hunter  
 Trustee   Rebecca Mellett 
 Trustee   David Smith 
 Trustee   Susan Layng 

Intern Minister   
Chris Wulff  
(647) 708-2622 cell/text 
Chris@victoriaunitarian.ca 
Or leave message on ministers’ office phone (250) 744-2601 

 

DATE  TIME    EVENT    LOCATION 
 

6/4 10:30 AM to 11:30 AM   SUNDAY SERVICE (and New Members Ceremony)   
       
 
6/11  10:30 AM to 11:30 AM   SUNDAY SERVICE   Sanctuary    
     
6/18  10:30 AM to 11:30 AM   SUNDAY SERVICE   Sanctuary  
      Father’s Day   
  
6/21      Summer Solstice 
      
6/25  10:30 AM to 11:30 AM   SUNDAY SERVICE    Sanctuary   
 12:00 PM to 2:30 PM   Strategic Planning Session III    Farmhouse Common Room
     
      

mailto:Chris@victoriaunitarian.ca
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(778) 432 - 0881  

P ATRICK  T. C ONROY  CD  

 
A CCOUNTANT  

 A UTHORIZED  EF ILER  
 P ERSONAL  B USINESS  & E STATE  R ETURNS  

2 4455  Fairmont Place, Victoria BC V8N4R  
C: 250 - 888 - 9715        H : 250 - 477 - 1615  

patricktconroy74@gmail.com  

Ads appearing in this issue are not necessarily endorsed by the Church 

 

                           PATRICK  T.  CONROY  CD 
  
                  ACCOUNTANT 
         AUTHORIZED EFILER 
 
    PERSONAL BUSINESS ESTATE RETURNS    
    4455 Fairmont Place, Victoria, BC V8N 4R2 
    C: 250-888-9715  H: 250-477-1615 
    patricktconroy74@gmail.com 

Lance Young 
Electrician 

#18138 

 
For all your electrical needs   

No job too small.       Free estimates.       Honest Advice. 
Call:  250-893-3214          Email:  hellolanceyoung@gmail.com 

 
or talk to me at church 

Somatic Touch 

 

June Fukushima, M.Sc. 
Somatic Experiencing Practitioner 
Registered Therapeutic Counsellor 

Balance * Heal * Awaken 
Embodied Mindfulness Meditation 

Somatic Experiencing 
Somatic Touch 

info@junefukushima.com 
250 208 2954 
4013 Magdelin St. 
Victoria, BC  V8N 3M5 
JuneFukushima.com 

  
 

 

  

   

 

 
A RENOVATION 
OR ADDITION FOR YOU? 



THE VICTORIA UNITARIAN    VOLUME 56, ISSUE  6 

19 

 

 IN VIGOURAID 
Mary Burcher  
 
Quality of Life 

Facilitator & 

Companion 

 

778-977-5394 

 

invigouraid@gmail.com 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj4_LTanJ3QAhUW8GMKHd-6AikQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkid.com%2Fchristmas-wreath-cliparts%2F&psig=AFQjCNElrvKmrC3W6Vx3fMFR1IETpl9DSQ&ust=1478834146054548
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The First Unitarian Church of  Victoria 
5575 West Saanich Road 
Victoria, BC  V9E 2G1 
 
Phone: 250-744-2665 
E-mail: churchoffice@victoriaunitarian.ca 
www.victoriaunitarian.ca 

THE VICTORIA UNITARIAN  
is the monthly publication of the  
First Unitarian Church of Victoria. 
 

The deadline for submissions to  
the July issue is June 13.  
Copy should be sent to  
newsletter@victoriaunitarian.ca.  
 

For those without e-mail, copy may be left at the church 
office. All copy is subject to editing. 
 

Information for Events Highlights should be sent to  
calendar@victoriaunitarian.ca or left at the church office. 
 

Feedback is welcomed. 
 

Staff 
Barbara Nyland and Jen Young (editors); Doreen Burgess 
and Myra Rippon (proof-readers); and Nadia Kozak 
(production, distribution and paid advertisements). 


